Irene Amelia Gale
February 9, 1946 - March 21, 2020

Irene Amelia (Monchak) Gale
Sunrise: February 9, 1946 ~ Sunset: March 21, 2020
Irene was a remarkable and one-of-a-kind mother, grandmother, great grandmother, sister,
daughter, wife and friend. Her life’s journey was one of great love, family and adventure.
Irene immigrated to the United States on a freighter ship from Ingolstadt, Germany with
her parents and younger brother when she was five years old. Irene entered this country
through Ellis Island where her first vision of America was the beautiful Statue of Liberty.
She grew up in Sayre, Pennsylvania with her four brothers (Nick - deceased (Halina),
John - deceased (Theresa), Eugene (Pam), and Edward - deceased) until she moved with
her husband (Dale Kishbaugh - who pre-deceased her) and two children to Florida in
1966. Irene later welcomed two more babies to her happy family and raised her four
children in Lakeland, Florida, where she remained until leaving this world and joining the
Lord in Heaven.
In addition to raising her family, Irene worked in a steel shop and later owned a small
family-style tavern. Irene finished her working career with 25 years of service at Lakeland
Regional Medical Center, where she made many wonderful friends that became like
family. Irene also went back to school while at LRMC to become a licensed practical
nurse.
Irene married her true love, Robert Gale, in 1988 and they remained inseparable until his
passing 20 years later. Her children affectionately referred to Robert as “Pop.”
Irene took great pride in her children: Dale Kishbaugh (Marion), Suzy Glover (Chris), Troy
Kishbaugh, James Bauer and Nikki Dunlevy (Steve). Irene raised her children to be
independent, hard-working, loving and caring. She also encouraged her children to do,
and be, their best and become whatever their heart desired.
One of her greatest joys was her grandchildren: Dale, Troy, Jacob, Payton and Hadley
Irene. She had five great-grandchildren that she also enjoyed spoiling.

Irene loved everything Elvis Presley and traveling with her children. She traveled to many
different destinations and she never met a vacation she did not like. Some of Irene’s trips
included Las Vegas (on an annual basis), Los Angeles and Malibu, Key West,
Washington, DC, New York City (where she watched her grand-daughter, Hadley Irene,
sing at the legendary Carnegie Hall), New Orleans, North Carolina and Tennessee, and one of her biggest trips in 2019 - Ireland. But, by far, Irene’s annual pilgrimage to
Graceland was probably her favorite.
Irene loved helping others. She would do anything for anyone if she could make their day
better. Over the years, Irene invited many people into her home for something as simple
as a meal, to providing a roof over their head. She would selflessly forego her own needs
to care for another.
Irene was a devout Catholic who attended St. Anthony Catholic Church in Lakeland,
Florida for many years. She believed in God as her only savior and looked to Him for truth,
sanctuary and guidance.
Irene’s children cannot imagine how life will be without their beautiful mother. But they
each look forward to one day seeing her again in Heaven.
A service and celebration of life will be announced and held as soon as we are past this
pandemic crisis. Irene’s family thanks the amazing caregivers at Lakeland Regional and
Good Shepherd Hospice House in Lakeland for helping their wonderful mother through
her final - and extremely difficult - journey.
In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests donations be made to any of the following: the
Irene A. Gale Scholarship at AdventHealth University in Orlando, FL (407-303-7747);
Lakeland Regional Medical Center Foundation; or Good Shepherd Hospice House.
A service of Gentry-Morrison Funeral Home, Lakeland.

Events
OCT
17

Funeral Mass
St. Anthony's Catholic Church
820 Marcum Road, Lakeland, FL, US

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes - October 13 at 12:21 PM

“

So hard to believe you are gone Momma! My heart longs to talk to you and scheme
our next fun adventure. We were blessed beyond compare, you truly are The World’s
Greatest Mother. I love you so much and I will see you again! Thank you for being
there for each of us!

Suzy Glover - October 13 at 02:37 PM

“

Ms. Irene was one of the most beautiful, positive women I had the pleasure to know. I
worked with her for many years in the ER. I wish I could have said good-bye. My
condolences to her family. I will see you again someday!🥰

Kelly Gonzalbez - April 03 at 09:36 PM

“

Thank you so much for your kind words Kelly. Thank you for your kindness and friendship
to our mother.
Suzy - October 13 at 02:33 PM

“

Irene was an inspiration to all that knew her. I worked with her for many years at
LRMC. She is in the loving arms of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Until we meet
again, rest in peace my friend. Love and prayers to the family.xxx

Barbara R. Janzen - March 28 at 10:13 PM

“

Thank you Barbara for your kind words. We miss her very much but knowing we will see
her again gives us peace.
Suzy - October 13 at 02:33 PM

“

I feel blessed to have met and worked with Irene. She made me feel special, and she
always included my husband. She had a beautiful and loving spirit. May her soul rest
in the arms of our Maker and Creator.

Leatha McCloud - March 28 at 09:45 AM

“

“

Thank you Leatha, she spoke very highly of you.
Suzy - October 13 at 02:34 PM

To my sister, the tears fall quickly just hearing your name silence brings thoughts I
just can’t explain. Crying in my pillow my heart is so empty and Irene my sister I will
never forget thee. I wish I could hug you and just see your face but now I have
memories to stand in your place. Gone but not forgotten that’s what they say, of
course that is true but if only you could have stayed. I love you with all my heart and I
will miss you so very much. Love you Forever, Eugene and Pam, Tom and Melissa

Eugene Monchak - March 27 at 08:42 PM

“

My mother was the best, I will miss her so much ! But, I will stand on God's word ! and I will
be with her again in heaven! Thank you Lord for your promise.
Dale j. Kishbaugh - March 29 at 08:36 PM

“

I am truly blessed to have known Irene. She made me feel like family from the first
time we met. She will truly be missed but she's now enjoying perfect health and will
always be watching over her family as she did during her time on Earth. RIP Irene!

Jane Bailey - March 27 at 08:05 PM

