Edwin Hull McMullen Sr.
July 16, 1936 - April 10, 2020

Edwin Hull McMullen, Sr. (Ed) passed away peacefully at his home in Sarasota, FL on
Friday April 10th at the age of 83. Born July 16th, 1936 in Philadelphia, Mississippi to
Mozelle Reed McMullen and Archie Hull McMullen, Ed had a humble childhood and
graduated from Moultrie High School in 1954. He later studied at Florida Southern College
(FSC) in Lakeland, Florida and graduated in 1958 with Distinguished Officer Military
Honors for serving his country as 1st Lieutenant Army QMC. He was very involved in his
fraternity, Pi Kappa Alpha, and made many lifelong friends there. Ed had a deep passion
for his alma mater and throughout his highly successful career he took every opportunity
to support the college. Ed served as president of the Florida Southern College Alumni
Association from 2012-2013 and joined the Executive Committee of the Spivey Society.
Ed was also a longtime member of the Board of Trustees at FSC. Throughout his life, Ed
practiced his faith in the First United Methodist Church.
After very successful careers in the worlds of insurance and banking, Ed ventured into real
estate development-a journey that would span over 40 years. A true pioneer, he would go
on to be the founder and co-founder of several companies-some of which became
international corporations employing thousands of people.
Recognized as one of the most prolific visionaries in timeshares, Ed was a leading force in
the resort development and vacation ownership industry since 1977 when he founded the
American Resorts Group of Companies. American Resorts later caught the attention of
Marriott which led to the growth of the timeshare industry as we know it today. American
Resorts merged with Marriott in 1984 and is now known as Marriott Vacations Worldwide
where Ed served as co-founder and a member of the executive leadership team. He later
formed McMullen Development with the help of his two sons, Ed Jr. and Malcolm, having
since developed many mixed-use resorts, fractional timeshares, and retirement
communities. Ed also co-founded and developed Hilton Grand Vacations in 1992 as well
as other industry brands and resorts well known today across the U.S. and abroad.
Ed was a Chairman of the American Resort Development Association (ARDA) and was a

Founding Director and Vice President of the ARDA International Research Foundation. He
was a 35 plus year member of the Urban Land Institute (ULI), serving on its Recreational
Development Council and is also past Vice Chair of the ULI International Resort
Committee. In 1992, Ed established the Sarkis-McMullen ARDA Scholarship Fund at
Cornell University. Among Ed's numerous national and international awards is ARDA's
coveted "Lifetime Achievement Award," the industry’s highest recognition, in honor of his
long-distinguished service and accomplishments in the resort development world.
Ed impacted millions of families in the way they vacation and spend time together, but the
accomplishment of which he was most proud was the family of his own and how much
time he was able to spend with them. A wonderful husband (and dance partner) to his wife
Julie, beloved father to five children, “Papa Bear” to nine grandchildren, and “Papa Bear
the Great!” to his two great grandchildren and a fourth generation McMullen on the way,
Ed was always there for his family no matter the need. His devotion to them all was
evident in everything he did. Ed was famous for bringing his family and friends together for
celebrations, vacations, and everything in between. Through the good or the bad, you
could always count on him for advice and an “Ed-ism” or two. Ed has planted a legacy for
his family from which roots will continue to grow for generations to come.
Ed is survived by his wife Julie Schaefer McMullen, four children- Edwin Hull McMullen, Jr.
(Debbie), Malcolm Winslow McMullen (Lynn), Melanie McMullen Gardner (Tim), Michelle
McMullen Counter; stepson- Scott Winston Schaefer; nine grandchildren- Tyler McMullen
(Wesleyann), Tanner McMullen (Jacqueline), Michael Hansberger (Hannah), Lauren
Lawinger (Peter), Kevin Hansberger, Chase Counter (Sarah), Carlin Counter, Trace
McMullen, and Rachel McMullen; two great grandchildren- Kennedy Lawinger and Dylan
Lawinger; a sister- Mary Jane McMullen Cassels, nephew-James R. Cassels, Jr. (Cathy),
nieces- Linda Cassels (David) and Carol Cassels; and great-niece-Jane Elizabeth Cassels
A private family service and burial will be held in the coming days. Ed’s family looks
forward to welcoming his many friends and colleagues to a memorial service and
reception in Lakeland, Florida and a celebration of life at Sarasota Yacht Club in the near
future. Announcements will be made in due course.
According to his wishes, Ed and his family have established the Edwin H. McMullen, Sr.
’58 Scholarship Fund at Florida Southern College. In lieu of flowers now or at the future
memorial service, please make donations to this fund supporting one of Ed’s greatest
passions-the education of future generations.
Edwin H. McMullen, Sr. ’58 Scholarship Fund, Florida Southern College, 111 Lake

Hollingsworth Drive, Lakeland, FL 33801.
If you would like to make a gift by credit card, please call the FSC Office of Development
at (863) 680-4754.

Cemetery
Oak Hill Burial Park
4620 US Highway 98 S
Lakeland, FL, 33812

Comments

“

I've been privileged to work with Ed on the Florida Southern College National Alumni
Board Association which he helped create. His heart was with the Lord, his family
and not far behind, Florida Southern College.
Ed's perseverance, without exception and willing to listen well carried him very far in
the business world. A brilliant mind and wonderful with all walks of life.
My prayers are with his family.
Toby Wagner FSC class of '70

Toby Wagner - April 17 at 05:27 PM

“

This fine man was the epitome of a gentleman and judged no one. I am a much
better person for knowing him. God Bless you sir. and God bless your family.

Bob Kobek - April 16 at 08:11 PM

“

Few people have touched my life as meaningfully as Ed Sr. Ed was such a
visionary…he truly believed passionately in any project that he could foresee…and
he was able to convince others to believe and make that project a success. He was a
motivator, a statesman and a friend. But most of all, Ed Sr. was always a genuinely
caring man who respected people regardless of their status, income, or educational
level. If being a gentleman means putting more into the world than taking out of it,
then Ed was the poster child. Now more than ever, we need more people of
character like him. He will be missed. Dan Carricato

Dan Carricato - April 15 at 02:01 PM

“

I had the great privilege of knowing Ed through my Aunt, Emma Agnew, who worked
for him for over 25 years. He was always so full of joy and wisdom every time I saw
him. I feel blessed to have known him since I was a young girl. My prayers are with
you all now and in the coming days. Much love to all of you from our family.
Gretchen Kimsey

Gretchen Kimsey - April 15 at 06:57 AM

“

Many Blessings to the family. Mr McMullen was a great friend. He and I talked about
family and how much we helped each other at the end of our conversations. He
always made me laugh and told me how happy he was in life. I talked with him a few
months ago and he was looking forward to seeing me in Florida. I will miss my friend,
but he left me with many wonderful memories. Charles Brown

charles Brown - April 14 at 10:31 PM

